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To the Parliament of the C cxemoit-wedlth of England. 


:T he Humble Petition of Diverſe, Citjzens and 
- "Inhabitants m and about the City of Londov.” 


Sheweth , Sala | 
YJHat whereas after a long Conteſt in this poore' 
Ifland againſt Tyranny and Injuſtice ( wherein. 

the treaſure of the Nation hath been exhauſted, 
and the precious Blood of many thouſands ſpilt, 
the Parliament being Neceflitated ro ſpend their Time for 
many Years in maintaining the War , and providing for 
the Defence of themſelves, and ſuch who engaged with 
them in that quarrell ) God hath been pleaſed (we hope 
in Mercy to the Nation) to bring You once again-together 
in a time of Peace, to heal our Breaches, to Eſtabliſh firm- 
ly the Ancient Rights and Freedomes of England , which 
were the ſubje& of this great quarrel|(which God decided 
on our {ide)and to ſettle ſuch wayes of diſpenſing impar-. 
tiall Juftice, that the Name of God may be exalted in 
Righteouſneſs,and no man in the end hare cauſe to repent 
of the Blood and Treaſure expended in the purſuance of 
the ſame. _ | 
Your Petitioners therefore humbly crave leave to preſent to 
your Honours their ſenſe of (ome of the principal! things 

wherein that Tyranny conſijted , againſt which we did 

then in Fudgment and Conſcience Engage ; Which 

were, : EE I 

I. Thelate Kings Uſurpation over Parliaments , Com- 
mitting and keeping diverſe of their Members in. Priſon , 
as long as he thought good, without Eringins them to try- 
all;-In preventing their Meeting, and Diflolving thenr: 
when they were mer, at Pleaſure : His DeniaM and oppolſi- 
tion of their Supream Trnf , to provide'in all things for 
the ſafety and welfare of the People 7 under 'prerence of a 
Negative voice. EY 0, IE ra 
II. The Challenging of ſack an Intere& iv the Mitirk, 
as to Command the ſame at his Pleaſure, withour the Par- 
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lament, and'ts place the Subordinate Commands of che 
ſamein whom he pleaſed : whereby he claimed a Power to 
enforce Qbedience toang ofhs Hlegal Command$,batli m 
matters Religious, and; Civill; whick dizealy, tended to 
the razing out the very Name and Beeiny of Parliaments, 
which have been the Ancient Preſervers of the Natwns 
Freedome. _. BE> 
NE His Intraducing and exercifigg of an Arbitrar Po- 
wer by his Co incel and others, over mens. Frags W E- 
ſtates, when they onghe to have been tryed by the Layys of 
che Land. Gag 
IV. His afſiiming a Right ( under pretence of Ng-efſity 
fax the Nations ood > and to lecyre 16 from futurs \c- 
rempts, whereof he onely would le Judge ) to Leavy Mo- 
ney upon the People withour cheir Conſenc in Parhamentz 
wherein (as in the Paxciculars aforeiaid ) he pretended he 
was unaccountable for what he did , either to the Parlia- 

mMEnt,or any, earthly Pouwer whatioever, | 
Ani your Petitioners doe bumily erav? live to minde your Ho- 
nohrs of the many Signal Teltimonies, which (ad bath given of: his 
_ diſpleaſure again't al; who hav* endeavoured to ſport the afoxe- 
ſaid Tyranny, or h1ve eſpouſed it as th-ir guarrell;rud r any woti- 
#1 Whatſvever : And of the price now p»t into y:vr hands to ſecure 
the Nation, from (utyrs attempts and dangers of th:like Nature : 
And nat onely the Armics Declarations, aud the Agreement of the 
Reeple, propoſed Ly them ( r-maining upon Keoard iu yaur Hovſe ) 
byt the Knines and $poiles of the Land, end of th: many Thouſand 
Families therein ; The expence of many Mil.ions of Txeaſ"re, the 
wounds and ſcars, ani lyjt members of uery many, 4nd ( above all ) 
the preciqus blood of ſuch, who were ſlain in the auartel], together 
with the long waiting , earne|t. aud patient expeftation of many 
good people ( retaining i their hearts affedion to. the god old 
Cauſe ) cry aloud, tq you to call upon God with-us for W'ſdame, 
that Jou may be taught, aud enabled t eſtabliſh ſuch a fure foun= 
qation, of Right, Freedome and Fuilice, that the Beatto of the Na- 
ton may nt be put again upon ſuch hazards of their Eites 81nd 
expence of their Eſtates for the' defence of the ſame, 
Then 
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©. Bbprefare Tour Penition-rs f uwþly pray, 
That tggerher wich ghe.copRang ſugce/hon, of Rene Pay 
Lamgnts Gel Cholen,, RIS ATER Pawerand Truft, 
which.che eople,(che-Ociginal gfall,juſt Power) commu 
| unto them;to make Laws;Conſtitutions and Ofhces for the 
| Governmer of the wha 19 548 all, Ofhcers of Juſtice, 
| and Munfters of * tare whaplogyer, $9 3ccqnnt » may. beſo 
o Declared and Secured againl}, all, Artemprs tothe 


clegsly Pbceg 
congrary, thar no queſtion way-henceforch arie concerns 
f ins the fame. Fi | 
| Thar che Militia maybe ſettled with ſuch Wiſdome and 
full Security , that it niay; not be inthe power of any to 
make ule. thg129f Agar the People,ar. the Succeſſive Par- 
liaments either co deftroy they] Ee, ox their Freedome. 
That no Money may be Leavied upon the People (on 
any pretence whatſoever ) but by their cemmon Conlenc 
in Parliament. 
That our Civill Warres being lang: finceended, the Peo- 
ples Perſons and Eftates may beonelydub;e to be difpo- 
{ed ofaccording to theLaws of the Land; and that hence- 
; forth none mey be.reputed Offenders , or Froceeded a- 
gainſt by. impriton ment, or arherwile , bur ſuch who ſhall 
bereally found rranſgreilors, of the Law: And that there 
wax beſpeedy conitderation bad of the long Iuprifon-: 
ment of many Pexlozg well-afefted (and ome in remote 
places ) wituout any due proſecution: And wethe ratlier 
ÞrF(s this , becaule ic iath brenthepratile of former Par- 
nts 2 and iu particylar of the late Memorable Long- 
*arhametnt, totakenotige of, and redrels the grievances 
oi the,Pecple, ro xelieyg8thoſe- who were illegally oppreſſed 
) and to reſtore them, co the. enioyment of Liberty , their 
common, Birtk-right by the Law of theLand ; which the 
Lord hath, ignally, owned, and bleſ from Heaven, and the 
g90d People have abungantly-xejoycedin. 
- That, lolons as it ſhall be:judged Neceffary to keepup 
an &xmy fox the preſervation of the -Peaple: from the at= 
EMPLS, pk FRE Common Enemy , DomeBigk. os Foraignzthe , 
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Officers and Souldiers who haye hazarded their lives fer 
the Nations Liberty, may nor be turned out of their reſpe. 
&ive imployments without a legkll triall at a Court-Mar.. 
tiall, that ſo the Military Power may 'be pr-ſerved iin'the 
hands of ſuch, who are not meerly Mercinary, Newters, or 
Diſaffe&ed. Wo | 

And. that as the ſafety of our Religion is concerned in 
the Defence of ouf Civill Rights , fo ſuch provifon may 
now be made fgr the encouragement of the ſincere Pro- 
fefſours of the ſame; that no tender Conſcience may be 
oppreſſed. And in doing theſe things you will beglorious 


Inſtruments in che hand of God, and Honourable in your 


Country, And the Lives and Eſtates of your Petitioners 
thall be freely expeſed to hazard in your juſt Defence. 


And Tour Petitioners, &c. 


Your Petitioners accompting it no ſmall part of their 


Birth -right (as Engliſh-men) not onely to chuſe their Suc- 


ceſſive Repreſentatives, but ailo freely to preent their de-. 


fires and grievances to them when Afembled in Parlia- 
ment, drew up ithe Petition above written ; with inten- 
tions to have ſubmitted the matters therein contained to 
the judicious confideration of the laſt Parliment, at their 
laſt Seſhon, when the Doores were (et open toall its mem- 


bers, but were by the ſudden unexpeftel Diſſolution 


thereof prevented. 
But we humbly crave leave to acquaint your Honours 
with ſeverall unuſual and intollerable Breaches made upon 


our Freedome,and the dear bought Liberty of all the Peo-: 


ple of England, concerned with ours therein ; both- dn- 


ring the time of the modeſt, ſober, and peaceable *proce-' 
dure in the management of the ſaid Petition and afrer-. 
wards; Whileft we were promoting it any ning 


were caſt forth againſt the perſons concerned thetein 3. : 


ter the Diſſolution of the Parliament , the Reration it Fx | 
was highly Cenſured ; -and ſome of the Peritioners' were 
impriſoned for appearing therein ,- and others difcharged 


from their Imploymeats for. favouring the good things 
Petitioned for. 
Where 
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Wherefore Your Petitiours farther pray, 

That the Right of ſober , peaceable Petitioning unto 
Parliaments may be aſſerted and ſecured to the People. 

That your Petitioners may be vindicated, and ſuch who 
have ſuſtained illegall reſtraint, or been turned out of their 
places for owning the ſaid Petition, may be repaired and 
ſatisfied, And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


This Petition being ſigned by many thouſands, was 
preſented to the Parhament, by ſeveral Juſtices of 
the Peace, Gentlemen, Merchants and C:iizens, 
who preſented the ſame to jhe Parliament in the 


Name of the rest. 


Tueſday, the 15th. ef February, 1658. 
The Houſe being informed, that, thoſe Sentlemen 
of gocd afteftions to the Common-wealth, who for- 
merly attended to delivera Petition to this Houſe ,. 


. were without at the doore, they were called in, and 


Mr. Samuell Mozer in the name of the reft,preſented to * 
the Houſe their Petition, and afterwards the Petition- 
ers withdrew. 

The Petition was read, and was directed to the 
Parliament of the Common-wealth of Frg/and, and 
was intitnled ; The Humlle Petition of divers Citizens 


and Inhabitants iz aud abuut London. 


Reſolved, &c. 

That the Anſwer to be given to the Petitioners ſhall be, 
That the Houſe hath read their Petition. That ſome of the 
particulars mentioned in their Petition ,the Houſe hath alrea- 
a taken into Conſideration", and that ſuch others avare fit for 
the confideration of this Honſe,they will in due time conſider 
of them, and doe expect that the Petitioners ſhould acquieſee 
therein, according to their cn expreſſions. 

The Petitioners were again called in,and Mr. Spea- 
ker gave them the Anſwer of theHouſe accordingly. 


Je. Smythe Clerk of the Parliament. 
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